1st Sunday of Advent, Year C, November 29th, 2015
Jeremiah 33:14-16

Psalm 25

1 Thessalonians 3:12- 4:2

Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

If you knew that you would die today

If you saw the face of God and love

Would you change?

Would you change?

(“Change” by Tracy Chapman, 2005, EMI Music Publishing, Universal Publishing Group, from the album “Where You Live”.)

We all know that Advent is a time of preparation. Yes it is preparing for Christmas. The first two weeks of Advent is really preparation for when Jesus will come again at the end of time. When will that be? God knows.

The prophet Jeremiah promises the end will come. “The days are coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise made to the house of Israel and Judah…In those days Judah will be safe and Jerusalem will dwell secure; that is what they shall call her:”The Lord our justice.”

Jesus said to his disciples, “(People) will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory…Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.”
Well that fateful day, the end of the world and the second coming of the Messiah hasn’t happened for over four thousand years. Why worry now?

“If you knew that you would die today

If you saw the face of God and love

Would you change?

Would you change?”
The end of the world can happen to us at any moment – in Paris, in Compton, in Ferguson, in Syria, in Lebanon, in Depew, Lancaster, or Cheektowaga. If you knew, would you change?

(First an aside about the bible’s posture about refugees. Something to think about. Deuteronomy 26: 5 “ Then you shall declare before the Lord, you God, “My father was a wandering Aramean who went down to Egypt with a small household and lived there as an alien.” And again from Matthew 2:13 “When they (the Wise Men) had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.’”) Think about it.
Now back to the script.

If indeed you knew that you would die today and see the face of God, would you be able to stand before the King with you head held high? To prepare you must review your life and your lifestyle. If there is anything there that you are ashamed of or if anything hangs heavy on your heart because of something you have done or haven’t done, God have mercy on your soul.
And He does.

Come December 8th, the pope has declared a Year of Mercy. We as church will come to a better understanding of our Father waiting for us to come home – we the prodigal sons and daughters of his. He will put a light in the window to guide us back. That is why during this Advent we will “Leave the Light On”. On Wednesday nights from December 2nd to the 23rd, the church will be open for you to enter the Sacrament of Mercy, Reconciliation, Penance and Peace. A priest will be in the confessional. As you enter the doors of the church there will be a pamphlet called “How to Go to Confession After You’ve Been Away for Umpteen Years” to get you prepared to receive the Sacrament. 
On Wednesday , Dec. 2nd, there will be an extended Penance Service put on by our Faith Formation Classes entitled, “Hope in God’s Mercy” starting at 7:00 P.M.

As you leave the church, there will be a penance pamphlet called “ Eight Ways to lead a Merciful Life.”  You will be asked to choose one way to do just that this Advent.

On Monday, December 21st, at 3:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M., at St. Mary’s on the Hill, there will be our annual vicariate Penance Service with many priests for individual confessions.

So you can see that your Church is encouraging you to prepare yourselves to meet your maker through mercy and love. This time is for you to strengthen your hearts and be blameless in holiness before our God and Father.
“Brothers and Sisters: may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all…..so as to strengthen your hearts , to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones. Amen.”(1 Thessalonians 3:12 ff)
